
 

 

May 14, 2008 Tampa Union Station, 2nd Floor 
11:00 am 601 N. Nebraska Avenue 
 Tampa, FL  33602 
 272-5940 
 

Hillsborough River Interlocal Planning Board 
AGENDA 

 
I. Call To Order 
II. Roll Call 
III. Pledge of Allegiance 
IV. Moment of Contemplation 
V. Approval of Previous Meetings Minutes DATE 9/28/07* 
VI. Ecosystem Management: 

a) Election of Officers 
b) Letter recommending Lopez property acquisition* 
c) Letter recommending renaming Hillsborough River Canoe Trail to the “Alan Wright” Canoe 

Trail* 
d) Tampa Bay Water’s “Concept Shortlist”* 
e) Update on Cruise-a-cade  
f) Discussion of budget and staffing 
g) Discussion of regular meeting times 
h)      TAC Recommendation Supporting Tampa Port Authority Minor Work Permit Applications: 

1. No. 06-053R, Installation of New Dock* 
2. No. 07-162, Installation of rip-rap along existing seawall* 
3. No. 07-052, Temple Terrace Force Main* (p.x) 
4. No. 07-170R, Mike Jeske* (p.x) 
5. No. 07-160, Jane Levin* (p.x) 
6. No. 07-189, David Ross* (p.x) 
7. No. 07-210, City of Tampa Pipeline Repair* 
8. No. 07-214, Joseph Capitano, Jr.* (p.x) 

h) Status Report on Recent Hillsborough River Flows and Levels * 
VII. Ecosystem Safety and Education: 
 No Items 
VIII. Other Business 
 
 

 Indicates Action Required * Indicates backup material provided 
 
See following page for meeting location/map 
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General Location Map to 
River Board Meeting 
 
Tampa Union Station 
601 N. Nebraska Ave. 
2nd Floor Conference Room 
Elevator access to meeting 
room.

 
 
 

 

 
 

North 

Parking 
All meeting participants are 
requested to park in the 
south parking lots 
designated with the signs 
AMTRAK Passengers only.
AMTRAK passengers are 
to be afforded the courtesy 
of parking in the front of or 
immediately adjacent to the 
building.  Parking in spaces 
not marked, as AMTRAK 
Passengers only are 
reserved for those who pay 
for monthly parking, and 
may result in your vehicle 
being ticketed. 



 
 
 
AGENDA  ITEM  V. 
Minutes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Friday Tampa Union Station, 2nd Floor 
September 28, 2007 601 N. Nebraska Avenue 
11:00 a.m. Tampa, FL  33602 
 784-0100 
 

Hillsborough River Interlocal Planning Board 
MINUTES 

Alison Fernandez * John Dingfelder * Al Higginbotham * 
Robert Carnahan • Shawn College Jeff Vilagos 
Doug Durbin Kathleen Venzon Alan Wright 
 

* - River Board Members • - TAC Members 
 

I. Call to Order 
The River Board was called to order at 11:20 a.m. 
 
II. Roll Call/Acknowledgement of New Members 
Councilman John Dingfelder representing the City of Tampa, Councilwoman Alison Fernandez representing 
the City of Temple Terrace and Commissioner Al Higginbotham representing Hillsborough County were 
present.  The Board had a quorum.  TAC Chair Robert Carnahan, Jr. was present. 
 
III. Pledge of Allegiance 
The River Board and meeting attendees joined in the pledge of allegiance. 
 
IV. Moment of Contemplation 
The River Board paused for a moment of contemplation. 
 
V. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes 5/11/07* 
Commissioner Higginbotham moved approval of the minutes as presented.  Councilwoman 
Fernandez seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 
 
VI. Ecosystem Management: 
a) Update Report Regarding Adopted Hillsborough River Minimum Flows & Recovery Strategy 
The River Board was briefed on the adoption of the lower Hillsborough River, Sulphur Springs and Tampa by-
pass canal minimum flows (mfl).  There was discussion as to where this water would be coming from and 
potential impacts to other parts of the river, such as in the Temple Terrace area.  TAC Robb Carnahan pointed 
out the lengthy implementation period to establish the mfls which could extend until 2012 or longer. 
 
b) Discussion on Cities of Tampa/Temple Terrace Comprehensive Plans Updates 
TAC Chair Robb Carnahan reviewed steps the TAC have taken in revisiting the existing river goals, objectives 
and policies in the Tampa and Temple Terrace comprehensive plans.  The TAC has focused on this process 
to ensure pertinent policy direction is provided.  The TAC will continue to work within this process.  Final draft 
plans are scheduled to be prepared by March 2008. 
 
c) Report on City of Temple Terrace River Watch Task Force 
Staff reported on attending the City of Temple Terrace River Watch Task Force meetings.  The focus of the 
task force has primarily been to prevent low water conditions from occurring again in the Temple Terrace area 
in the future.  To accomplish this, the city has taken steps to become more proactive in working and 
communicating with the Southwest Florida Water Management District.  The task force will continue to work on 
accomplishing these issues and to consider other river related issues as needed. 
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d) Report on City of Temple Terrace City Council Action Regarding Alligator Management 
Temple Terrace City Council representative to the River Board, Alison Fernandez, provided a history and 
steps taken by the city to try to control large alligator activity in and along the Hillsborough River within the city.  
The city, in conjunction with the Florida Game and Freshwater Fish Commission, has established a special 
alligator harvesting provision for animals that are nine feet or greater.  The removal of the animals is to be 
done by a professional, state-designated alligator hunter.  As to date no alligators have been harvested from 
this part of the river.  Periodic reports are to be made to Temple Terrace City Council regarding this issue. 
 
e) Report on Upper Hillsborough River Issues: 
1. Discussion of Proposed Landfill in Pasco County Proximate to Hillsborough River 
2. Discussion of Uranium Ore Extraction at CF Industries in Hillsborough County 
3. Cypress Creek Town Center Mall Construction Problems 
The River Board was briefed on information the TAC has learned regarding the above noted projects outside 
Hillsborough County that could impact the Hillsborough River.  The River Board discussed the potential 
impacts the projects could have on the river.  The River Board directed a letter be sent outlining concerns 
regarding potential environmental impacts that could result from locating the proposed landfill proximate to the 
river. 
 
f) TAC Recommendation Supporting Tampa Port Authority Minor Work Permit Applications: 
1. No. 05-052/Installation of Dock, After the Fact Permit 
2. No. 05-308/Installation of Seawall 
3. No. 05-169/Verizon Utility Bore 
4. No. 06-067/Riverside Garden Park Shoreline Restoration/Stabilization 
5. No. 06-112R/Installation of Docks and Covered Boat Lift 
6. No. 06-160/Construction of Dock 
7. No. 06-196, Revised/Construction of Dock & Boatlift 
8. No. 07-010/Construction of Boardwalk and Dock 
9. No. 07-119/Installation of Rip Rap and Dock 
The River Board was briefed on the TAC’s review of the above noted permit applications.  Councilwoman 
Fernandez moved the River Board support the TAC recommendation to approve the above noted Tampa Port 
Authority Minor Work Permit Applications.  Councilman Dingfelder seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 
 
g) Status Report on Recent Hillsborough River Flows and Levels 
The River Board was briefed on reservoir levels and recent river flows.  Frequent rainfall events in the 
Hillsborough River basin have partially replenished flows in tributaries to the river.  The reservoir has filled and 
overflowed allowing limited freshwater to flow into the lower Hillsborough River.  This flow to the lower river 
breaks a nearly ten-month period when there have been no freshwater inflows to the lower river. 
 
h) Update on ELAPP Nomination of Lopez Property, Hillsborough County/Tampa 
The River Board was updated on the ELAPP nomination made last year.  The parcel meets initial ELAPP 
criteria for further consideration by the ELAPP.  There was discussion regarding the protracted amount of time 
the ELAPP takes in processing nominations.  The TAC asked Commissioner Higginbotham to see if this 
process could be changed so that nominations can be expedited in the future. 
 
VII. Ecosystem Safety and Education: 
a. TAC Recommendation on District Sponsored Hillsborough River Awareness Week – 
 October 10/20 – 10/27 2007 
The River Board reviewed and supported signing a proclamation for Hillsborough River Awareness Week.  
River Board & TAC chairs signed the proclamation which will be returned to the Southwest Florida Water 
Management District.  Information provided regarding a river event at Hillsborough River State Park focused 
on the river. 
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b. Briefing on City of Tampa Blueway Designation 
The River Board was briefed on the naming of the City of Tampa Blueway for River Board staff Alan Wright.  
This acknowledgement was made for long-time participation in the plan and implementation process to 
establish the blueway within the city. 
 
c. Notice of Upcoming Hillsborough River Events: 
1. City of Temple Terrace RiverFest Event - 10/20/07 - Riverhills Park 
2. City of Tampa Mayor’s 20th Annual Hillsborough River & Waterway Clean Up – 11/17/07 - Lowry Park 
The River Board reviewed upcoming river related events.  Councilman Dingfelder noted that in addition to the 
events listed a Pops in the Park event is scheduled at River Tower Park in mid-October along the river where 
the Florida Orchestra will perform. 
 
VII. Other Business 
TAC Chair Carnahan raised an issue the TAC has discussed repeatedly.  At its last meeting the TAC directed 
a recommendation be sent to the River Board supporting Hillsborough County Commissioner Mark Sharpe’s 
proposal for an audit of Tampa Bay Water.  The River Board discussed the issue and directed correspondence 
be prepared and sent to the appropriate entities in support of the TAC recommendation. 
 
TAC Chair Carnahan briefed the River Board regarding concerns pertaining to proposed alteration of the weir 
structure at Sulphur Springs lagoon that would preclude manatee access to the lagoon in the future.  The 
alteration would be a project carried out in an effort to implement the minimum flow for the lower portion of the 
river.  Mr. Jeff Vilagos, City of Tampa Water Department staff informed the River Board of the city’s intention to 
alter the weir in such a way that it would minimize manatee access to the lagoon.  Manatee access to the 
lagoon would not occur during important seasonal times when manatees may need the lagoon for a warm 
water refuge.  TAC Chair Carnahan stated the TAC was not aware of the actual plans for the weir design and 
was more comfortable with the proposal, however, future exclusion of manatees to the lagoon area at any time 
should be avoided if at all possible.  River Board Chair Dingfelder directed the Water Department to provide 
designs/plans as they are drawn up, not to wait until the city has established what it considers a “final design”.  
The TAC and River Board will be interested in monitoring and possibly making suggestions as the weir design 
is developed.  Mr. Vilagos indicated that inclusion of the River Board and TAC in the design work should be 
possible. 



 
 
 
AGENDA  ITEM  VI. B. 
Lopez Property 
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May 14, 2008 
 
Mark J. Thornton, Director 
Hillsborough County, Parks, Recreation and Conservation Dept. 
1101 E. River Cove Street 
Tampa, FL  33604 
 
Dear Mr. Thornton, 
 
At its meeting of February 27, 2008, the Hillsborough River Interlocal Planning 
Board discussed an area on the Hillsborough River that has great potential for the 
Citizens of Hillsborough County.  Commonly known as the “Lopez property.”  This 
area is composed of a few individual adjacent parcels along the Hillsborough River.  
It is our understanding that the owners of these parcels are interested in selling their 
property.  The parcels associated with this property include:  39018.0000, 
39020.0000, 39021.0000, 39023.0000, 39025.0000, 39016.0200, 39016.0120. 
 
While the Environmental Land Acquisition and Protection Program found that it did 
not qualify for their program.  This land could be utilized as a park.  It is our 
understanding that it is likely the Florida Communities Trust Program would fund the 
acquisition of this property.  Bringing this land into public ownership would not only 
benefit the citizens of the county, but also the Hillsborough River Corridor.   
 
Please consider this site for acquisition. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
(TBD), Chair 
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May 14, 2008 
 
Karen Palus, Director  
City of Tampa,  Parks Dept. 
1420 North Tampa Street 
Tampa, Florida 33604 
 
Dear Mrs. Palus, 
 
At its meeting of February 27, 2008, the Hillsborough River Interlocal Planning 
Board discussed an area on the Hillsborough River that has great potential for the 
Citizens of Hillsborough County.  Commonly known as the “Lopez property.”  This 
area is composed of a few individual adjacent parcels along the Hillsborough River.  
It is our understanding that the owners of these parcels are interested in selling their 
property.  The parcels associated with this property include:  39018.0000, 
39020.0000, 39021.0000, 39023.0000, 39025.0000, 39016.0200, 39016.0120. 
 
While the Environmental Land Acquisition and Protection Program found that it did 
not qualify for their program.  This land could be utilized as a park.  It is our 
understanding that it is likely the Florida Communities Trust Program would fund the 
acquisition of this property.  Bringing this land into public ownership would not only 
benefit the citizens of the county, but also the Hillsborough River Corridor.   
 
Please consider this site for acquisition. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 

(TBD), Chair 
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May 14, 2008 
 
Chair Hagan and Commissioners 
P.O. Box 1110 
2nd Floor, County Center 
Tampa, FL  33601 
 
Dear Chair Hagan and Commissioners, 
 
Alan Wright, known locally as "Mr. River" because of his decades-long advocacy for 
the Hillsborough River, died Friday, December 21st, after a long battle with cancer.  
Mr. Wright was a principal planner with the Hillsborough County City-County 
Planning Commission and county liaison to the Hillsborough River Interlocal 
Planning Board and Technical Advisory Council for 21 years.   
 
Mr. Wright accomplished a great deal in his career, including behind-the-scenes 
efforts to support the restoration of a constant flow of fresh water below the dam at 
Rowlett Park.  Wright was instrumental in establishing the annual Mayor's 
Hillsborough River & Waterways Cleanup, which recently celebrated its 20th year 
with 1,200 people participating.  He also played a key role in the purchase of the 
Sulphur Springs Water Tower property on the banks of the river and in the lighting 
and ongoing restoration of the tower itself.  In 2001, Wright was successful in having 
the Florida Greenways & Trails System designate the waterway the Hillsborough 
River Blueway. In May, Tampa renamed its portion of the Hillsborough River 
Blueway. It now is the Alan Wright Hillsborough River Blueway.  Wright never sought 
recognition for his 20-plus years of advocating for river conservation and restoration. 
 
The Hillsborough River Interlocal Planning Board would like to ask that, similarly to 
the action taken by the City of Tampa, that the portion of the Hillsborough River 
Blueway within Unincorporated Hillsborough County be renamed the Alan Wright 
Hillsborough River Blueway. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
(TBD), Chair 
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Concept Shortlist - To Be Evaluated Further in 2008

Number Name Project Description
Brackish Groundwater

BG-8 Small Footprint 
Reverse Osmosis 
(5 mgd +) - Pasco 
County

Reverse Osmosis treatment of surface water, seawater, or brackish water for 
potable use.  Potential sites identified:  Pasco Resource Recovery Site, Bayonet 
Point, Virginia City, Old Belcher Mine.

BG-4 Mid-Pinellas Brackish 
Groundwater Water 
Desalination Project

This project would develop new brackish ground water wells from the Upper 
Floridan aquifer in central Pinellas County.

BG-9 Small Footprint 
Reverse Osmosis 
(5 mgd +)  Pinellas 
County

Reverse Osmosis treatment of surface water, seawater or brackish water for 
potable use. Potential locations include Lake Tarpon/US19, Pinellas Resource 
Recovery Site, Weedon Island Power Plant Site.

Seawater Desalination
D-2 Big Bend 

Desalination 
Expansion

Expansion of Big Bend Desalination plant by 10 mgd.

D-1 Anclote Power Plant Develop a facility that could produce 25 mgd of potable water for use in Tampa 
Bay Water's distribution system. The facility would be co-located with the existing 
Anclote Power Plant, which is located in southwestern Pasco County and owned 
and operated by Progress Energy.

Fresh Groundwater
G-1 Additional Potable 

Ground-Water from 
Existing Wellfields

Increase production from wellfields.

G-11 East Pasco Regional 
Wellfield

Develop regional linear or dispersed wellfield between Cypress Creek and San 
Antonio.   Treat at Cypress Creek WTP.

G-18 Northeast 
Hillsborough 
Regional Wellfield

Develop regional linear wellfield connecting to Morris Bridge WTP.

G-8 Cone Ranch & 
Dispersed Wells

Development of new groundwater wells.

G-6 Central Pasco 
Regional Wellfield

Develop regional linear wellfield connecting to Cypress Creek WTP.

G-9 Cypress Bridge II Development of new groundwater wells.

G-27 Thonotosassa Wells New wells on City of Tampa property near Thonotosassa.

G-5 Brandon Wellfield 
Enhancement

Expansion of existing wellfield through expansion of the current WUP and 
placement of additional wells.

Reclaimed Water
R-16 Downstream 

Augmentation of 
Alafia River

Augmenting the flow of the Alafia River with surplus Howard F. Curren WWTP 
reclaimed water, at a point downstream of the withdrawal point for potable 
source. This augmentation would be designed to allow the increase of withdrawal 
increases from the Alafia River.

Surface Water
SW-26 Enhancements: 

Phases C&D
This option consists of the phased enhancement of Tampa Bay Water’s Enhanced 
Surface Water System (ESWS).  Phase C includes a second potential storage 
reservoir for Alafia River water and Phase D includes downstream augmentation 
of the Hillsborough River.

Concept Shortlist Locations



 
 
 
AGENDA  ITEM  VI. h. 
Tampa Port Authority Minor  
Work Permits 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



37



38



39



40



41



42



43



44



45



46




